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Ancient cultures, including Greeks and Romans, harnessed solar energy for heating, lighting, and water

heating systems over 2,000 years ago. 18th-century scientists like Horace de ...

In the 7th century B.C., humans discovered that sunlight could be concentrated using a magnifying glass to

create fire. This marked one of the earliest instances of humans manipulating ...

In 1973, Elliot Berman founded Solar Power Corporation, a subsidiary of Exxon, and made huge strides in the

cost of solar cell production. After 1973, oil companies used the extra profits to ...

To document the history of these renewable energy sources from primitive use through the industrial

revolution and into the 21 st century, Compare the Market has created an infographic ...

First Solar begins production in Perrysburg, Ohio, at the world''s largest photovoltaic manufacturing plant with

an estimated capacity of producing enough solar panels each year to generate 100 megawatts ...

In 1966, NASA launched the world''s first Orbiting Astronomical Observatory, powered by a one-kilowatt

array. In 1973, the University of Delaware was responsible for constructing the first ...

In 1883, New York inventor Charles Fritts created the first practical working solar cell by coating selenium

wafers with an extremely thin layer of gold--a device that could generate consistent ...

In the 7th century B.C., humans discovered that sunlight could be ...

In 1966, NASA launched the world''s first Orbiting Astronomical ...

While experimenting with metal electrodes and an acidic solution, nineteen-year-old French physicist

Alexandre Edmond Becquerel creates the first solar cell. This solar cell was known as a photovoltaic ...
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University of Delaware is credited with creating one of the first solar buildings, "Solar One," in 1973. The

construction ran on a combination of solar thermal and solar photovoltaic power.

The Atlantic Richfield Company (ARCO) pioneered utility-scale solar power generation in 1982. ARCO

opened a 1.1 megawatt (MW) operation in Hesperia, California, the first industrial solar ...
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